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The C O N T K N T S. 

^n account of /he City 0/ Prufa ^';/ Bithyiua, andacon-^ 
tinuation of the Hijlorical Ohfervations relating to Con- 
llautmoplc, by the J^everefid and learned Tho. Smith 
1). D. fellow of Magd. Coll. Oxon- and of the Royal 
Society. 2. J letter in anfwer to another of Mr. Hen, 
OklenburglVs, ivherein He dejired an explanation of a 
Paragraph touching the ufe of the Inteitinum Gsecum 
pLhhjlSt in the Philofophical Tranfacftions Numb. 9 y. p. 
6062. together with certain Roman uifcriptions taken 
at Bath 3 and in Lancalhire, hy the learned Martin Lifter 
7>\<7/" Phylic of the Vniverfity <?/' Oxford. 3. A correU 
Tide-Table y/>^m/>?^ the true times of the high-water at 
\.o\\^ow bridge to every day in the year \6%\, by John 
rlamiteed Jjhon, 7{eg, & J{.S.S\ A letter concerning 
fome formd ilowQS found at Flunton-zw Kent, from 
GrjfF, Hatley M. 1). of Maidftonc in Kent. Jn ac- 
count of a Boo\. Raph, Fabretti de J &V I S (3 A- 
^yV j£l)V Cl/B t/J veteris T^omie, dijfertationes tre^s* 
J^'mee. ^ 1680. 

. An account of the City of Frufd in Bichynia^ and 
a continuation of the Hifiorical Ohfervations rela- 
ting /oConftancinopIe, by the Reuerend and learn- 
ed Tho- Smith P. ]). fellow (/Magd, Coll. Oxon. 
and of the Royal Society. 

Ontanea formerly called M^o/?e?//>,aecording to Bello* 
mus^ot rather Cios, the bay hence called Stnus Cianus, 
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lies in the bottom of a bay about fourfcore miles fromCow- 
Jiantinople,2indi is the fcale or landing place for Prufa.from 
which it may be about twelve miles; in the middle way 
to which is the Village JMouffanpou/a, 

Prufa, now called by the TurJl^s Burfia, the cheif City 
of Bitby?iia, is feated at the foot partly, and partly upon 
thcrifingofthe moxxntOlynipus^ which is one of the high- 
eft hills ofthe lelTer Afia. Its top is covered with fnow 
for nine or ten months ofthe year, feveral ftreams of wa- 
ter flowing down the hill continually, accounted very 
unwholefome from the fnow mixed with it. In the up- 
per part of the City to the northweft lyes the Seraglio, 
which is walled round; but the Emperors not refiding 
here fince their acquifts in Thrace, or fcarce making vifics 
to this Imperial City, and none of their fons living here 
of late, according to the former policy of the Turkjjo 
Emperors, who did not permit their fons, when grown 
up, to be near them, but fent them to fome honourable 
employment, accompanied with a Baffa and Cadi to in- 
ftruCt them in the arts of War and Government, it lyes 
now negled:ed and difpoyled of all its ornaments. 

In this partalfo are the Sepulchersof 65^';;7^7r7. the found- 
er of the family-, which nowre^ens ^n-i his fon X'rr/M;:^ 
who took the City, near a Molch, former! v a Chriftian 
Church dedicated to St. "John, and where was formerly a 
Conv^ent of Religious, builc by Conjiantinus Iconomackus, 
where I faw the figure of a Cro sibll remaining upon the 
wall' Here hangs up a Driimm of a vaft bigneis, fnch as 
they cirry upon the backs ot Camels, and I fuppofe is one 
ofthofe, which they ufed in the taking of the place. 

In the lower part, near the bottom of the hill, Ixiorad 
the fecond, the Father oti\/^z/^(y/72^/- ihe Great, lyes buried : 
near whereunto was formerly the Metropolitical Church 
o^ t\\t Holy yfpojiles. The B^^ejieny or Exchange feems 
to be much better and larger than the great one at Tf w- 
flantinoph^ as are the fevcral Caravanferais built for the 
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life and accommodation ot Merchants^ and Travellers , 
in one oJt which, the Rice Chaac, I took up ray quar- 
ters. 

Witliout the City toward the ead is the Mofch and Se- 
ptdcher of^ tiie Emperor Baja^/d the hrll, whom the Turl^s 
cMJ/ldertm or lightning, and the Greek Writers Aa^jAaj, 
Not lar from hence is the Mofch of Mahowei: the firft, 
and his Sepulcher. Toward the weft upon the fide of the 
bill IS the Mofch of Morad the firft, whom they call GaT^i 
or tile Conqueror, near which he lyes buried. There 
are in the v/hole about 1 24 Mofchs, Icveral of which were 
iormerly Chrtfhan Churches, and between fifty andfixty 
ChaiiCS. The Caftles buikby Ojm.zn^ when he befieged 
the City, are (lighted and altogether nijifortiiyed , the 
one to thenortli, the other to tlic fouih welt. 

At Check^rf^he, about a mile and a half ouc of Town, 
arc the hot i^>athsjnuch frequented bothby ChnjHans and 
'Turks. They are made very convenient to Bath in, and 
are covered over, that they may be ided in all weathers. 
Among others, there is a large round Bajiii^ where they 
UiUiliy divert rhemielves by twimmrng 

What opinions \\\e'Tur\s have ol our B. Saviour and 
the Chnpan lleligion, I liiall briefiy ihew, as they lye 
(iifperfed in fcvcral chapters of the Alcoran, according to 
wliich they frame then* difconrfe whenioever either zeal 
or curiofiry puts rhem upon this topickJ/or y-ahomet upon 
h'S letting w^^ to be the Author ofa fiew Religion,finding 
fucli a conliderable part ot the World profelfing the do- 
ctrine of Chrrji ^ with all the mvllenes or fauh therein 
contained, wjs call upon a neceffity of faying fomethmg 
both concerning hun and it. By vvhich it will appear, 
how great tlie power of truth is above impofture and (ub- 
tiiity, and that as the Devils in the polfelfed confefst, 
though agamit their wills, Chrijl to be the Ion of God, io 
x\\\%h(^mQniach^ m tlie midltof ail his forgeries, and lyes, 
aiid ndnculous and chddifh narratives, not being able to 
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contradid the univerfal belief of the Chrijlians of that , 
and the preceeding ages, founded on the hiftory of the 
Gofpel, hath been forced to give teftimonie to feveral 
particuJars of it. 

They confefs then that Chriji was born of a pure fpotlefs 
Virgin, the Virgin Mary^ chofen by God and fandtifyed 
above all the women in the Worlds and that the Angel 
Gabriel was difpatched out of Heaven to acquaint her 
with the news ot it. That fuch akindof miraculous and 
fupernatural birth never hapned to any beiides, and that 
T/^ny/was conceived by the Holy Ghoji, and that he wrought 
mighty miracles, for inftance, that he cleanfed lepers, 
gave fight to the blind, reftored fick perfons to their 
health, and railed the dead. 

That he is a great Prophet, fcnt by God to convert men 
from the vanity and error of their fal(e worfhip to the 
knowledge of the true God^ to preach righteoufnefs, and 
tocorrediand reftore the imperfe(5tion and mifcarriages 
of humane nature; that he was of a raoft holy and ex- 
emplary life, that he was the true word of God, the ^po- 
Jile or Ambajfador o^ God that his Gofpel was revealed 
to him from Heaven, and that he is in Heaven ftandmg 
nigh to the throne of God. They blafpheme indeed with 
a bruitifhnefs and ftupidity only befitting T^r;^/, the my- 
fteries ot t\\^ holy Trim ty, and of the divinity ot our B. 
Saviour, and deny that he was put to death, andfaytliac 
another in hisfhapewas crucifyedby the "jews, and tliat 
he himfelf was affumed into Heaven in his body without 
dying at all, and confequently they will not own, that 
he fatisfyed divine jufticefor the fins of the World s io 
great an affinity is there between the herefy ot Sonnus and 
profefs't Mahometanifm, 

I could never yet fee any Turkjlh tranfiation ofthe Al- 
coran ; they cry up the elegance of the flyle, which being 
Enthufiaftick and high-flown, by reafon aI(o oi the tmck- 
ling of the periods^ is very delightful to their ears, who 
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feem to be afFeded with ry thme mightrly. Though I fup- 
pofe it is upon a more politick accompt, that they are io 
averfe, as, to the tranflating it into their vulgar language, 
not out oi refped: to the facrednefs of the original only, 
whofe full commanding expreffions they think cannot be 
tranilated without a great diminution to the fenfe ; but 
to keep It in greater veneration among the people, who 
might be apt to flight and difefteem it, fhould it become 
thus common among them. Tt is enough, that the Priefts 
and learned men explain the difficult pafTages of it to the 
people, and write Commentaries for the uieof the more 
curious and inquifitive. The Verfians on the contrary 
think it no difparagement to the Jrabich^, ot profanation 
of the fenfe to tranflatc this curfed book into their own 
language, and copies are frequent among them. 

The Grand Signors women are ufually the choiceft beau* 
ties of the ChrtjHan fpoiles, prefented by the Bajfas or 
Tartars. The prefent Sultana, the mother of the young 
VvivLQcMuJtapha, is a Candiotj the Valtde or Emperors 
mother, a l^Jjian, the daughter of a poor Prieft, who with 
her relations were feized upon by the Tartars in an incur- 
fioil, which they made into the Mufcovites Country. She 
being received into the Seraglio, by her beautiful com- 
plexion and cunning behaviour, gain d the heart and the 
affedtion oi Sultan Ibrahim, (a man wholly addicted to 
ibft pleafures, and who feldome cared to be long abfent 
from the womens appartment, but chofe to fpend his time 
among them ) Having the good fortune to be the mother 
oi the Prince Mahomet, the eldeftfon of his father, who 
now reigns, She had all the honors that could pofTibly be 
(tone her, and was the beloved Hai{aki or chief Con- 
cubine. Daring this height of fplendor and glory, the 
Court removing from Conjlantinople to Jdrianople, diftant 
about an hundred and twenty miles, as Ihe was paffing 
in great itate attended with her Guards , through the 
ftreets of the City, in a Coach much like our carriage 
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wagons, but that they arc latticed to let in the air ffor no 
one muft prelamc to ftareor fcarce look upon the women, 
much lefs ma(t they themfelves futfcr their faces to be feea 
in this jealoii?; Country) fhe o'lt ofcuriofity looking through 
the holes, law a poor chriftian fJav^e in a Ihop, where lugar auJ 
fuchhke wares were fold. Upon her return fhe W^nt one of 
her Eiiauchs to enquire tor the perfon, and to ask him feve- 
ral queibious about h«s Conner^/, relations, friends, and the 
time when and how long he had been a (lave: his anfwers 
were fo particular and HitisfacStory^that fhe was foon con vine c 
of the truth and certainty of her apprehenfions . when fhe 
firft caft her eyes upon Jiim, that he was her brother, and ac- 
cordingly it proved fo. Whereupon acquainting the Empe- 
ror With it, Jhe immediately redeemed nim from his Patron, 
and having made the poor wretch turn Ttirk^ got him confi- 
derably preferred. 

The Balla's for the moft part are the fons of Chnftmns, taken 
into the SVr^^//^ near the Emperors perfon, and fo are pre- 
fer'd to connderable Governments, or elfe they raife them- 
lelves by their Condud: and Valour. Mahomet Baffa in the 
time of Achmrt^ whofe eldett daughter he married, was the 
firft natural Tmk^ that was made chief Vizir, havuig before 
been Captain Baffi. The chief Vrzir M^/^.'^^i^r /C^/^r/////, (who 
fettled the Empire in the minority of this Emperor, when it 
was ready to be fhaken into pieces, anddiflblved by feveral 
powerful factions in the State, and by the mutinies and dif- 
contents of the famr^anes and Spah's ^ who drove different 
ways) was an w/^^«^// by birth, thefdnof n Greek prieft, v/Jioni 
out of the height of his zeal for MM-nc^ h? made turn /^-v^ 
in his old age, and converted the ohHttm Church m the Vil- 
lage v/liere he was bora, into a Mofch. This man aifo for- 
bad the iJ^rinhs to danc2 in a ring and turn round, which be- 
fore was their folemn pracftife at let times before the people, 
which they woald do fo long,till they were giddy bv this fwift 
circular moti0n,andfell down in a fwoun,and then oftentimes 
upon their recovery from fuch trances they pretended to re- 
velation. The Churchmen are not very kind to his memory, 
looking upon him as a man of little or no religion ; and they 
give out, that if he had lived.he would have forbid their caUing 
to prayers from the fpires of their Mofchs, and hanging out 
Lamps ; both which they look upon as Iblemn and eflential 
to the exercife of religion i but he as the eifed of bigotry and 
fuperftition. They 
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They have a mighty honour and dteem for Phyficians, for 
though they are ot opinion, that thcfy' cannot with all their 
arc prolong hfe, the period and term of it being fatal and 
abfolutelydetcrniio'd by God, yet they often confulc them 
upon any violent licknefs or pdn, in order to make the tunc 
allotted them in this world more plcafant and ealy . It is ex- 
traordinary rare, that a natural Turk makes Phyfic his pro- 
feilion and ftudy. They who praitife it among them, when 
I was in Tm-key^ were for the molt parto>t^eAf and icws^ who 
know nothing of chymical Medicmcs, but follow the uiual 
methods, which they learnt in hah ^uMiofai/i^ the tormer ha- 
ving ftudyed in tadim, and the latter in ^damanU^ where they 
pafs t for good Cmholtch. Andl remember I met with a cer- 
tain J^vj phviician, who had been a Capucine in » />^^'^£^/. Du- 
ring the tedious liege of Caudta, the ^fcir^ what with melan- 
choly, and what with the ill air of the Camp, finding him- 
fell much indifposd lent for a Chnsnan Phyiician ^V/^j^^.'/r Majja- 
^^n>^ a fubjed of the Republick of Vmicr^ but Tiiarried to a 
Qruk woman, by whom he had feveral children, who was 
our neighbour at /'cr^an experienced able man,to come fpce - 
dily to him, and made him a prefenrof about a thoufand 
Dollars, in order to fit himfelf for the voyage and bear the 
expenfe of it. By this worthy Gentlemans care, he recovered 
his health, and would not permit him to depart, till after the 
furrendry of that City, which might be about (even months 
after his arrival there, treatihg him in the mean while with 
all imaginable lelped:. During our Ihortllayat Hmjia^ one 
of our fanicaries accidentally difcourling with a lurk about us , 
whom they knew to be Franks, told him that there was a Phy- 
fician in the company, who had been lately at the Grand 
Stgmrs Comtzt .^aionikt with the £^{;///lj Amballador, and was 
now upon his return (rcim Conji anumfte ^ to Smjma:^ where he 
lived. This prefently took vent, and the Tmh thought that 
they had got a man among them, that could cure all difeafes 
infallibly i for feveral immediatelv came to find us out in be- 
half of themfelves or their fick friends, and one of the moft 
confiderable men upon the place, delired theDo-^or to go 
to hishoule to viiitone of Ins women fick in bed, who being 
permitted to feel her naked puUb (for ufually they throw a 
peice of finefilk or curie over their wornens writts at fuch 
times) foon difcovered by that and other fymtoms and indi- 
cations of her dillemper, that opening a vein would prefently 
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giye li^'iT oafe andrre,cover ber : which h© did accordingly ; 
for which h^ r^ceivejdan embroidered hancherchief inftcad 
of a fee, andg4iiied the reputation of having done a mighty 
cure. 

They have httle of ingenious or folid learning among them; 
their chief ftudya. next to the Alcoran^ being metaphylicai ni- 
ceties about the Attributes of Qod^ or elle the raamtenance 
pf other odd fpeculfitive options and tenents, derived down 
to them from fome of their famed raafters and holy men, 
whom they pretend to follow. Their knowledge of the mo- 
tion of the heavens, for which the Arabians and the other 
caftern Nations have been fo defervedly famous , as their 
Aftronomical tables ot the Longitude and Latitude of the 
fixed Stars ^ and of the appuUb of the moon to them, fully 
evince^ is now very mean, and is chiefly lludyed for the ule 
of Judiciary Aftrology. The great inltruraent they make 
ufeof is an Aftrolabe, with which they make very imperfeil 
obiervations, having no fuch thing as a Quadrant or Sextant, 
much lefs a Telefcope, or any mechanical engine , to di- 
re(il and affilt them in their calculation Their skill uiO'a- 
graphj ii as inconliderable 5 I remember 1 heard t'le Captain 
Balla, whom they ilile Admiral of the black and white Seas, 
meaning the Etixim and the Mi^diterranean^ ask this hlly qucition, 
whether England w^x^ out of the flraits: and at another tune 

the Caymacan or Governor oiCovltarmnofk.htlxniV^ tJiat Enaland 

was an liland, defired to know, how many miles ic was about, 
in order, we fuppofed,tomake an eilimate of our Kings grcat- 
nefs and Itrength by the extent and compafs of it. 

Que of the great Altrologers of Omjfa^amopk^ having heard 
that I had a paii; of Globes in my chamber, made m^ a vilit 
on purpole to fee their contrivance, being introduced by a 
worthy Gentleman of our own Nation After the firft cere- 
monies were over, I took my Terreftial Globe, and redrified 
it to the poiition of the place, and pointed to the leveral 
circles both without and upon it, and told him in fhort the 
feveral ufes of them : then Ihewed him how Confiantmopk bear- 
ed from Candid at that time belieged, Catr^ Akpp^ Mecca and 
other chief places of the Empire, with the other parts of the 
World : at which he was mightily furprifed to fee the whole 
Earth and Sea reprelented in that figure and in fo narrow a 
<x>mpafs, and pleafed himfelf with turning the Globe round 
feveral times together. Afterwards I fet before him the Ce- 
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leibal Globe, and rectified that.and fliewed iiim hov/ all the 
noted Coultdlations were exadly dclcnbcd, and how they 
moved regularly upon their poles, as in the Heavens ; feme 
riling, and others letting, fbrne always above the Horizon, 
and others alv/aysnnder,ni an oblique fphere^and particularly 
what Stars wouid rife that night with us at inch an hour 5 the 
man feemed to be raviihed with the curiofity of it, turning 
this Globe alio feverai tunes together with his finger, and ta- 
king a mighty plealure in viewnig the motion oi it > and yet 
this filly Animal pait for a Conjurer among the 'iMrks^andwa$ 
lookt upon as one., that could foretell the events of battels^ 
the tates of Empires, and the end of the World. 

They have no genius for Sea-voyages, and confc(|uently 
are very raw and unexperienced in the art of IS a vif^ation, 
i'carce venturing to fail out of fight of land. 1 fpeak of the 
natural Turks^ who trade cither into the l^i^<^k. Sea or fonit* part 
of the Morea, or hQiWCcn-Conita^nmopk and .':ky:^^'Jria ; and not 
of the Pyrats of Barharj^ who are for the molt parrRenegado's^ 
and learnt their skill in Chri/tmdom, which tliey excrciie lo 
much to the terror and damage of it. A lurktjh compafs con- 
fiits but of eight points, the four Cardinal and four ^Collate- 
ral 3 they being at a mighty lofs how to fail by a fide v/ind, 
when by hauling their failes lharp,they might lye their courfe, 
and much more, when thev arc in the winds eye, not know- 
ing how to make tacks and bords; but choofe rather to make 
halt into fome neighbouring Port, till the v>^ind blows fair. 
An Engltjh and Turkijh Veflel both bound for the bay of SaUmh^ 
at the time of the Grand Signors being there, pait together 
out of the Hellelpont ; but foul wcatlicr hapning, the Turks gott 
into Lemnos ; while our men kept at 6ea and purfued their 
Voyage, and after three weeks itay returned back to us, ob- 
lerving in their v/ay , that the Turks remained in the fame 
place where they left them, for v/ant of a fore-wind to nut to 
Sea in. 

They trouble not themfelves with reading the Hiltories of 
other Nations or of antient times, much lefs widi thelludy 
of Chronology^ without which liiltory is very lame andimper- 
ied: ; which is the caufe of thole ridiculous and childilhrni- 
ftakes, which pafs current and uncontradidtcd among them. 
For inftance, they make Job one of "S'Mmons ]i\dg(:s ^hAiiican- 
dtr) Alexander the Great Captain General of his Army. They 
number fhiUp of Macedon among the anccitors of our B. ^a^ul^ 
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e^r^ and bcliere that Sampfon^ Jonas ^ and St. George were his COW" 




writings 

is guilty Gi vile ^ d abf'ird pfeudo-'Chronifmes. To remedy 
this defedl of w • nch he w^is very conlcious, and the better to 
underftand the itate of Chnjtmdom and the particular King- 
domes and Repubhcks of it , the iate great and wife ytz^ir^ 
Acbmtt^ made his interpreter Yimap^m^ a learned ''/-/. at lei- 
fure houres, evea at the liege of Candta^ as well as at other 
times, read feveral ancient hiilories to him. and rcndvM' them 
extempore into the Turhjh language, and particularly Biams 
Atlas, with which he was mightily pleafed, and made great 
ufe ofj and truly gained the reputation of a iolid and judici- 
ous Statefman, as well as Souldier among the ( /?^////^m Mini- 
fters, who in the ordinary courfe of their negotiations apply'd 
themfelves to him. 

Tho their year be according to the courfe of the moon , 
and fb the Tmktjh months run round the civil year in a circle 
of thirty three years and a few odd days, yet they celebrate 
the Net4ruz, whicli fignifiesin the Fr/ian tongue the new year, 
the twenty firitday of' A4a?ch ( on which day the vernal equi- 
nox was fixed by the Graks and other Oriental ci;^^/n^/; ,in the 
time of the Emperor CWr^^^-^^^^e. who made no provifion for 
the '7^^3^>?^^^f tm^-^c'y or preceffion, v/hich m procefs of time the 
inequality between the civil and Aftronomical year mult ne- 
cellarily produce ) at which time the Od^ts and other annual 
Magiilrares, and Farmors of the cuflomes take place , and 
reckon to that day twelve month again. 

In their Civil deportment and behaviour one towards ano- 
ther, tlie left hand is the more worthy and Honourable place, 
except among their Eccleliaiticks ; and the reafon they al- 
ledge is, becaufe they write from the right hand, and the 
fword is worn on the left fide, and io is more atiiis difpolal, 
Vv^ho walks on that hand The chief /^"^^c/r accordingly m the 
Ih^an fits at the left hand of the Mufky, each maintaining 
their right of precedence according to this way of decifion. 

In their Mofchs they lit without any diibnction of degrees. 
^ Some of the more zealous '-^'i^^rks caufe to be engraven on 
their Vcymitars and Bucklers a fentence out of the iixty firifc 
.Vmv/r, which is concerning fighting or battle-array, and con- 
tains incouragements to fight inihe^'^jK mdfath oj Gv^/, as the 
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Iiiipodor words it ; for which he aflures them, beiides alii- 
ilmco from Heaven. to hdp them to get the ri (Story over 

their enemies, andthntOrd will parJon thiir fins and tnng thm tn 

faradife. Thus fpirited with zcal, a Turk lays about him with 
fury, when he is a fighting, and feems ambitious of dying to 
gain the dehghts of Paradife, at leail indifferent whether he 
dyes.orhves. 
'The Turks are as to their temper ferious, or rather incli- 
ning to morofity, feldom laughing, which is accounted an 
argument of great vanity and hghtnefs. They perform the 
exerciles, which they ufein the way of diverlion, as ihooting 
and hunting, with a great deal of gravity, as if they deligned 
them more for health then for pleafure 9 and this too but 
feidome. The better and richer fort, who have nothing to 
do,fitting alt day at home,lolhng upon a Sofa or rais d place in 
their rooms, and taking Tobacco, which their ilaves fill and 
light for them : and if they retire in the Summer or Autumn, 
for a week or fortnight to Ibme convenient fountain in a wood 
with their women, it is chiefly to enjoy the refreftments of 
the cool air. In the times of triumph indeed for fome great 
fuccefs obtained againit the cbriHtans^ when the fliops are o- 
pen for three nights together,and hung v/ith lights, as well as 
the fpires of the Mofchs in curious figures, they are guilty 
of extravagant mirth, running up and dov/n the ilreets in 
companies, and fometimes fmgingand dancing after their 
rude ways but this fit being over,, they foon return to their 
former melancholy. In the Coifee-houfes where they ufe 
to refort to tiple, there is ulually one hired by the owners 
to read either an idle book of tales, which they admire as 
wit, or filthy obfcene ftories, with which they leeni wonder- 
fully affed:ed and pleafed, few of them being able to read. 
Thefe are the fchoois,, which they frequent for their informa- 
tion,tho in times of war,when things went ill with them,their 
difcourfes would be of the ill Governm.ent^ and theQi-and Sig- 
nor himfelf andhis chief miniilers could not efcape their cen- 
iiires, which manifeltly tending to fedition, and to the height- 
ning of their difcontents by their mutual complaints, and 
by this free venting of their greivances during the WT.r at 
( andta^ the wiie Vizir leeing the evil confequences that would 
follow, if fuch meetings and difcourfes v/ere any longer tole-^ 
rated, commanded, that all the pubhck CofFee-houfes ihould 
be fhut lip in Qonfianttmfk and feveral other great Cities of the 
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Empire, where the malecontents ufed to rendexvoiiz them- 
felves, and find fault upon every ill fuccefs and milcarriagc 
with the adminiftration of affairs. 

Tiie cuftome of the Turkj to falute the Emperor or the 
Viz.tr Baffas with loud acclamations and wiihes of health and 
long life, when they appear firit in their houfesor any pub- 
lick )Iace, is derived from the Grck^j v/lio took it from the 
R<.^n^ms, This was done by them in a kind of linging to le \ 
whence Lmt^randm Bifhop oi Cremona tells \xi>, that ui a certain 
proceffion [^^iku^^^) at v/hich he was prcicnt, they fang to 
the Emperor Nicephorm 'Trm.k irn that is, many years, ( whieh 

Codimrs^who lived juft about the taking of Corijiauun^pk^lyy the 

Ti4rkj^ expreiles by ^ W^'^^^^i' '^ ^TroKyj^iviov or by '?^' 'ToAy;^?oi'/(a/, and 
the wifh or falute by ^okv^^vitij^u) and at dinner the Gr^eh then 
prefent wifh'd with a loud voice to the Emperor ^lth] Bardas^ 

Up Dem anms rmliiplicet^ as hetranflatCS the Gre(\, 

The Turkjfh coyn in it feif is pitiful and inconfiderable.v/hich 
I afcribe not only to their want of Bullion, but « their little 
skill in matters relating to the mint. Hence it comes to 
pafs, that Zecchines and Hungars for Gold, and spanijh Dol- 
lars and Zalotts forSilver ftampt in Cbr^Hendon^ pafs current 
among them,moft of the great payments being made in them, 
they not caring either tlirough ignorance or iloth to follow 
the example of the Indum or c'erji^n txn^tvor^ who ufuaily 
melt down the ChnsHan money imported by the Merchants 
into their federal Countryes, and give it a new itamp. The 
moii ufual pcices are the Sheriphi of Gold, fomewhat lef- 
in value then a Venetian Jj^cchm^^, and Afpers, ten of which 
are equal to fix pence Encjifl^ ^ and fome few three Afper 
peices. A mangur is an ugly old Copper peice, eight of v/hich 
make but one Alper, and is not I think a Jurhjh cxy^n, buz 
rather Ore k. They have no amies upon their coyn, oidy 
letters emboffed on both lides , containijig the Emperors 
name, or lome Wurct fentence out of the Jjcorci?^, 



tuem. uuringmy itay n\ ^mitamimp^e^ wnicii vv 
years, there hapned but one which was o :/.->(^r 
Wilt fix a clock in the mox^ning, a ItarkcahiK 



2.6. 1 66cj. a- 
ne preceeding. 



It lafced very near a minute, and we at ^'^ra and Galata were 
-IS fenfible of it, as thofe who were on the other fide of the 
waters but praiied be God, nothing IHI and we were loon 

rid 
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rid of the fears in which this frightful accident had calt iis:> 
being in our beds^ and not able by reafon of the furprize in 
fo httle a fpace to have pafl: through a Gallery down a pair 
of Stairs into the Conrt, if we had attempted it. The Turks 
made direful reflexions on it, as if fome calamity would in- 
evitably fall upon the Empire, quickly forgetting the great 
triumphings and rejoycings which they expreft but a few 
days before for the Surrendry of C^'^-'-^. In the year i66S 
in yjup^Jr^ the Earth fliogk more or lefs for forty-leven days 
together in the lefler y:ifia at Jngun ( Ancyra )^ and for fifteen 
at Bachajar^ as v/e heard from a Smch Merchant, who Jiy'd 
there: and particularly, that at this latter place -on the fe- 
cond of Augpfll, between three and four of the Clock iu the 
afternoon it lafted for a quarter of an hour ^ leveral houfes 
were overthrown, and fome hundreds of Chlmne^vs fell (It 
being a very populous Town ) and yet there v/ere but feveii 
kilFd. The trembling being io violent, both Turks and C/^r/- 
fim^s forfook their Houfes, and betook theinfeJves to the 
Fields, Vineyards, and Gardens, where they made their abode 
for feveral days 

Their puniihments are very fevere, this being judg d the 
moil eiFecStual way to prevent all pubhck diforders and mijf 
chiefs. ,They ufe no great formahty in their proceiTes : if 
the Criminal be taken in the Fact, and the v/itneflcs ready 
and prefent to attclt it, and fometimes if there be but pro- 
bable circumftances, without full con vidtion, .condemn him ; 
and foon after featence, fometimes an hour or lefs, hurry 
him : vv^ay to execution For an ordinary crime, hanging is 
the ufaal death : but for Robbery and Murder, committed 
upon the high way by luch as rob in Parties and alarm whole 
I^^oviiices, or for Sacriledge, or for any hainous Crime a- 
gamft the Government* either Gaunching or Excoriation, 
or cutting off the Legs and Arms, and leaving the Trunk 
of the Body in the high way, or Empaling, that is, thruft- 
ing an Iron ftake through the Body out under the Neck or 
at the Mouth ; in v/hich extreme torment the miferable 
v/retch may live two or three days> if the Gats or the Heart 
happen not to be wounded by the pointed (aike in its paf- 
fage. This punilhmcnt feems to have been in ufe among 

the Ro?9?ans^ Seneca s lipiO:, 14. Logua hoc loco carcerem^ & cruces^^ 
ecukos^ & uncum^ O' adactumtcr medii4m hommem^ c^:tii ^er os £mer^at^ 
ft intern : and fo in his Book Dc 'Coniolatvme ad 'Mardam caf 2.0. 

Alii 
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Alii capte con^verfos in terram fufpendere : alii per ohfcenajlipiteme^enmi * 

aiit brachia patibulo explicutrmt . Miircler is feldom pardon'd^ and 
efpecially if the Relations of the mm:der d perfon deiiiaucl 
Juftice. 

The Circumcifion, tho \t be a facrecl Rite, h performed 
in their private Houfes, and never in the Mofchs. 

The Women colour their Eye-Brows and Lids with an 
ugly black powder, I fuppofe, to fet off their beauty by fuch 
a ihadow , and their naiis v/ith the powder of Kanna.^ which 
gives them a tincture of faint red, like Brick i as they do 
the Tails and Hoofs of Horfes } whicji they look upon as a 
great orname;it. Their great diveriion is Bathing ^ fome- 
tiraes thrice^ if not four times a week. They do not per- 
mit them to go to Church m time of Prayer, for fear they 
fhould fpoil their devotion : The r^r/e> being of fb brutiih a 
temper, that their Liift is rais d upon the fight of a fair 
objedt. They are calfd oftentimes by the Names of Flov/- 
ers and Fruits, and fometimes phantaftic Names are given 
them, fuch asiWc^r Htrfara^ or bit of Sugar, DU rtnh^ or Ra- 
vifher of Hearts, and the hke. 

Their skill in Agriculture is very mean. In their Gardens 
they have feveral little Trenches to convey water, where it 
may be moil neceiTary for their Plants and Flov^ers, They 
know little or nothing of manuring their Grounds: Ibmetinies 
they burn their Fields and Vineyards after Harveit and Vin- 
tage, partly to deftroythe Vermin,and partly to enrich the 
Soil. They tread out their Corn with Oxea, drawing a fguare 
plank board, about a foot and half or two foot over, itudded 
with FHnts, and winnow it upon their threfhing Floors in 
the open Air, the wind blowing away the Chalf. They feed 
their Horfes with Barly and chopt Straw ^ for I do not re- 
member ever to have ieen any Oats among them ^ and they 
make but little Flay. 

For draught of great weight in their Carts they make ufe 
of Buffalo's. 

Camels will endure Travel four days together without 
water, and will eat tops of thift les, Ihrubs, or any kind of 
boughs : they are very lure footed, and kneel when they 
are a loading, and live to a confiderable number of years, 
fome even to fixty. 

The chief Furniture of their Houfes are Carpets, or Mats 
of Grmd Cmro^ neatly wrought with Straw^ Ipread upon the 
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grounds they having no occalion of Chairs, Couches 
Stools, or Tables ; their poftures within doors, being diffe- 
rent from ours. They have no Hangings, but their walls 
are whited and let off withpainting, onlyadorn'd with a 
k nd of Porcclane ; no Beds clos'd with Curtains. 

They leal not with Wax, but Ink, at the bottom of the 
Paper, the Emperor's Nime being ufually written with 
Hourilhes and in perplext charadtcrs : Nor have they any 
Coats of Arms upon their Seals, there beuigno I'uch thing 
as Gentility among them. 

Some of them, notwithftanding their zeal for Mahomet 
and the Religion by him eltablilhd. retain not only a fa- 
vourable and honourable orniiion of our Bleiled yaimur^ 
but even place feme kind of confidence m the ufage of 
his Name or of t\\i: v/ords of the (k)ipel, tho it may feem 
to be wholly ni tlie way of Suierititior Thus in their 
Amulets, which they call {.hc-imaiii^ bcir^g little bits of Pa- 
per of two or three fingers bredth, rolld up in pieces of 
Silk, containing fcveral fhort prayers or lentences out of 
xho. AU^ran^ With fjvcral Circles with other figures, they 
ufually inicribe the holy and venerable Name of JI'MJ-^^ 
or the figure of the Crofs, or the firit words of St. Johns 
Ciolpel, and the like. They 1iang them about their necks, 
or place them under their Arm-pits, or in their Bolbm near 
their Hearts ( being the fame with what the Gri(■k^ call 
iy^UTfta ) and efpecially when they go to Wp.r, as a prefer- 
vative^againit the dangers of it , and indeed againlt any 
misfertune whatfoever.Some have them fowM within their 
Caj/>s : and I licard of a '/'^trk who was fo luperititious liere- 
in, that he always pluckt it off, and was uacovcr'<i, when 
lie had occalion to ma e water. Some are fuch Bigots in 
their Religion, and fo furious againlt Chnitians, that not 
only they treat them with all imaginable fcorn and con- 
tempt, but take re ill to be falam'd or faluted by them, 
as it It were the efiect of fiv/cincfs or unbecoming famiiia- 
rity. Their ^nah^ c agamit the Cbriltians ma es them envy 
the rich .Furs they ih'.c:: tneix Veils with, and it is a trouble 
to thefe hyiiocrit-ca! Zealots to iee the fra-^^cs ride upon 
tlieir fine /!7i^'?u!n Morfes. 

The reified: whicli they (hew tlie Airorm is wonderful : 
they dare not open the Leaves of it with unwafhen hands, 
accordiiig to the advice or command written m /.rake upon 

the 
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the CoV61% Let no one touch thy Book^ hut he that is clean. TllCy 

kifsit, and bend their heads and touch their eyeswith ir^' 
both when they open it and fhut it. 

The Janmaries^ when they attend upon Chrifikn Jmha/^a- 

dors to their Audience, feem to appear in their Bravery, and 
in a Habit far from that of a Soldier, being without either 
Fire- Arms or Swords ( which later are not worn but in 
time of fervice, or when they are upon a march, or cnibo- 




raiddleof their forehead near a foot, with a great Club in 
their hand, hke inferior Officers of the Civ'il Government. 
But when they are in the Camp^ taey throw off their upper 
Veft, and Turbants, which they wear at all other ulual 
times, as troublefom, andpuio^ a F^f.^ or red Cap, which 
fits clofe to their head, and tuck up tlieir D^liman or long 
Coat, to their Girdle, that they may be the more quick 
and expedite in their Charge. 

They affed: finery and neatnefs in their Clothes and 
Shaflies; not fo much asafpotto be feen upon them, and 
in rainy or fufpicious weather, ^re very careful how they 
go abroad without their TamurUcks^ which is a kind of Coat 
they throw over their heads at fuch times. 

Their Pans and Diflies are for the moil part of Copper, 
hnt fo handfomly Tinn'd over, that they look hke Sil- 
ver, 

There are thoufands of Gypfies or Z'mga^^Jes in Turkey^ 
who live tiic lame idle nafty kind of hfe, as they do in Chri'- 
jhndom^ ^iid pretend to the fame art of telhng Fortunes ; 
andarclookt upon as the ofiscouring of mankind, it is 
accounted the extrcmeil point of human mifery to be a 
flave to any of this fort of CattcL 

The /i?^^^^, or Pilgrims, that have been at^^^^^ and Medma^ 
forbear to drink Wine molt rchgiouiiy, out of a perfwafioii, 
that one drop woukl efface all the merits of that t^ oii'Vefome 
and expenfi ve journey j and fome have been poflcft with fuch , > 
a mad zeal, that they have bhnded themfelves after tho-it/^airtft^ 
been blell with the fight of Plahomcis Sepulchcr. ^ 

After Jatz,th^ that is, an hour and a half in the night, 
throughout the whole year, there is as great a filence m 
the ftrcets as at midnight : the Emperor Admu in the 

year 
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year idii, having made an order, that no one fliouldprc- 
fame to be out of his hoiife after that time ; which is to this 
day moft pundtually obferved. The Bofia??gi hajh, wMo has 
the comnmnd of all the Agiamogkns in the SeragUo^ the Topgihafln 
or fuch great Officers attended with a great train of armed 
Men, walking the Rounds, and drubbing fuch as they find a- 
broad at unfeafonablc hours of what Nation or Quahty fo- 
ever, except Phyiicians, Surgeons, and Apothecaries, whom 
they allow at all times to vjiit the lick. 

TJie Turkmans ^ ( for fo they are peculiarly called, as if they 
were the true Defcendents of the old Turks or Scyphmns^ whofc 
wand ring kind of life is defcribed by the Poet* 

^ J Nulla domm^ flaufir^ habitant^ migrate per ar'va 

cu^.^o, iGi Jji^rjs^atrj', errantes armmveSiare pmates. ) 

Iiave no fixt refidence any where, but travel with their 
Families and Cattle from place to place , carrying their 
Wives and Cliildren upon Camels ; they pitch their Tents u- 
lually near Rivers and Fountains, for the convenience of wa- 
ter, and according as their neceffities require, make a longer 
or a Ihorter ftay. Their whole Eftate conlifts in their nume- 
rous Flocks and Herds, which they fell upon occafion tcrlup- 
ply themfelves with what they want, at the Towns they pals 
by. Their only concern is how to enjoy the Benefits and 
Bleffings of Nature, without the troubles and turmoyls and 
difquiets of life ; being contented and happy in one anothers 
Company, void of all ambition and envy, courteous and Ikh 
raane to Strangers, that may want their Help and Afliftance, 
kindly entertaining thehi with fuch Provifion, as their Folds 
afford. I have met with fome companies of thefe harmlefs 
wanderers in my Travels. The Country lies open withouc 
any Inclorures,and the propriety not being vefted in any one, 
they travel thro the Plains unmolefted,^ and find excellent 
palturage every where. The Tkrks till no more ground then 
will ferve their nccelhties : being fupplicd with Corn from 
i-V7/>/, and from Moldavia and fVdachta^ by the way of the black 
Sea , letting vait trads of ground lie wait and uncultiva- 
ted ; fo that their Sloth herein fometimcs is juflly punilhed 
with Dearths. 

l"^hey have nothing to fhew for their Houfes and Poflefli- 
our, but an %/e/ or piece of Paper fublcribed by the C^Ji, 
if they have acquired them by their monv, or that tiiey 
v^i:TC their Fathers before them. 

C The 
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The Dervifes generally are melancholy^and place the great- 
eft part of their Religion in Abftinence and other Severities. 
Some cut their flefh, others vow not to fpeak for fix or fe- 
ven years, or all their hves long, tho never fo much provo- 
ked or cfiftrefled. Their Garments are made of a courfe 
ibrt of Wooll or Goats Hair ; they are tied up by the vow 
of their Order ever from marrying. Several of this Se6t 
in the heigth of their religious Phrenzy have attempted up- 
on the lives of the Emperors themfelves, ( at whofe Go- 
vernment they have taken difgult ) as Mahomet the fecond, 
and Achmet^ as if fuch defperate Attempts were fatal to Bi- 
gots in all Religions. 

They pay a mighty Veneration to any Relique of Mahomet^ 
his Banner is ftill preferved in the Treafury of the Seragiw^ 
and is lookt upon as the great Security of the Empire. 
They believe that it was fent from Heaven, and conveyed 
into the hands of Mahomet^ by the Angel Gabnely as a Pledge 
and fign of Succefs and Victory in his Battels againft the 
chnJHans^ and all other Enemies of the Mufulman Faith. It 
was fent to Camm to encourage the Soldiers to endure the fa- 
tigue of that long and tedious Siege j and when it was brought 
thence after the" furrendry of that City, to be depofited in 
its ufual place, the Vi'z.ir gave fcvcral Umjtian Slaves, that 
row'd in the Gaily that was fraught with this holy Ware, 
their hberty. They pretend to have fome Rags of Maho^ 
■^mt's Vc(t, to which they afcribe great Virtue. In confi- 
dence of which, the Emperor Achmct^ m tlie time of a great 
Fire, which raged atConsiammople^ when all other means taifd, 
dipt part of tliem in water to be Jpn^klcd upon the fire to 
rebate the fury of it 

Next to the Mufti or Cadaleskires arc t\\C Mollai^ ofvv'hicli 

thefe four are the chiefefl in Dignity. The Molla of (.^^^lata^ 
Adnanofle^ A/ifpo^ Fmfa ; and after them are reckoned thefe 

eight, Stambol Efhendi^ Lanfia, Mtfir or Cairo^ Sham or Dawnijcm^ 
Dtarbekir or Mejopotamia^ Cmata^ Sophia, Fhtiiff/, 

The Priclts have no habit peculiar to their Profcflion, 
whereby they are diflinguilh'd from others- If they are pur 
fromthtiiir Mofehs for mifcarriagc or ucglcdf of doing their 
duty, or if they think fit torciign and be Prieits no longer, 
they may betake themfelves v/ithout any fcandal to lecuJar 
Employments, their foniier Charadier and (^ality wliolly 
cealmg. While tjiey remain Prieits, ihcy counterfeit a more 
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then ordinary gravity in their difcourfeand walking : and af * 
fcCt towcar TurhantsfwelUngout, and made up with mor<-' 
crols folds : wliich was all the diflerencc which I could ob- 
icrvc by their head Attire, which is various, tho I qould not 
find that this was conltantly and Itridlly obferved. 

In Bjram time, which is the great feltival of the year, at 
which time every one looks cheerfully and merrily, among 
other figns of mutual Reljped:, they bei'prinkle one another 
with fweet water. They indulge to feveral fports : and Ibmc 
are mightily pleafed with fwinging in the opert air, the ordi- 
nary Ibrt of people efpccially, paying only a tew Alpers for 
the diverlion. 

The Government is perfecStly arbitrary and defpottcal ; 
the Will and Pleafure of tlie Emperour having the force and 
power of a Law, and oftentimes is above it. His bare Com- 
mand without any procelsis enough totaI<e off the head of 
any Perfon, { tho never fo Eminent in Dignity : tho ufually 
for formality and to lilcnce the murmurings of the Soldiery 
and People, the Sentence is confirmed by the Mufti) Some- 
times /^^^'jwj who have amaffed great treafurcsin their Go- 
vernments, are cut off in their own houfes in the iijidit of 
their Retinue,the Meffengqrs of death producing the imperial 
Coimnand, ufually fent in a black purfe, and not a iword 
drawn in their defenfe. Others, if they are obnoxious to 
tlie leait Umbrage or Jealoufie, tho difmift the Seraglio with 
all pofl^ible demonftrations of the grand Signms Favour, and 
with rich Prefents in order to take poffeffion of places of 
great command in the Empire, before they have got two or 
three days journey from ConHantmoi^k^ have been overtaken 
and Itrangled. In the Army Commands are given according 
to merit , Courage and Condud: are fure to be rewarded, 
the v/ay lying open to thcmeaneil Soldier to raile himfelf to 
be the chief of his order. But other Preferments depend 
upon meer chance, and upon the fanfy of tlie limperour, 
whctlier the Perfon be fit or no, and they are as foon jolt. 
The leaft ill fuccefs or mifcatriage proves oftentimes fatal, 
and a more lucky man is put in lus place, and he fucceeded 
by a third, if unfortunate in a defign, tho managed with ne- 
ver fo much Prudence and Valour. They admit of no here- 
ditary Honours, and have no refped: to Defcent or Blood, 
eycept the Onomm Family : he only is great and noble, whom 
the Emperor favours, and wliile his Command lafts. Accord- 
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in^ to a tradition, that paffes current amongfl: tbcm, a Baf- 
i\x s Son by a Sultana or a Daughter or Sitter ot* the Eniperour 
can rile no higher then to to be a Saj'tgiacbn or Governour of 
fojne h'ttle Province, much inferior to a Balia and under his 
jnrirdiction. Being born of Slaves for the mott part, they 
ck) not pride themfelves in then- Birtli, very few among them 
being fcarce able to give any account of then* Grandfathers. 
71)ey have no Sn-namcs, but are dilHnguiJhed by then- pol- 
JL'flions and pLices of abode, and enjoymg by law a hberty 
of having wnat women they pleafe, they have httle or no 
regard to Alhance or Kindred. 

Their Empire owes the continuance of its being to the fe- 
verity of the Government , which oftentimes takes place 
without regard either tojuftice or Equity, and to their fre- 
quent Wars, which prevent all occafions of mutiny and Ihdti- 
on among the Soldiers, which happen frequently wlv n unim- 
ploy'd. So that tho ambition may put a warlike Sultan Uf)on 
enlarging his territories by new Conquefts,yet reafon qt ttate 
forces a weak and eHeminate Prince, fuch as was lhrahi?v^io 
make War for liis own fecurity. Their politicks are not owing 
to Books and Study and the lixamples of pait times,but to ex- 
pcrient^and the plain fuggellions of nature and common lenfe: 
They have Rules of Government, which tney firmly adjierc 
to, holding the reins ftrait, efpecially being cruel and inexo- 
ral)le to criminals of Itate, who never are to expect any 
mercy or pity. Their Councils formerly were open,and their 
Deligns known, and proclaimed before hand, as if tliis liad 
been a bravery [)ecoming their greatnels, and that they fcorn- 
ed to (leal a Coiiquett. But they have learned fince the 
Art of diihmulation, and can lye and iwear lor their Interett, 
and feem excefiivc in their Carelfes to the Minillers of thole 
Coantnes, whicli they intend to invade. But their prepa- 
rations tor arming are made with fo much noife, that an or- 
dinary jealouiie \s foon awakened by it to oppofe them, in 
Cd.[c of an Attaque- They feldom or never care to liave War 
at both extremes of tlie Empire at the fame time, and there- 
fore they are mighty follicitous to fee u re a ])eace with C^>/- 
[Icndamc^ when they intend a War upon the tcrfan : and as 
much as is poiSble.they avoid quarrelling with two Chriltian 
Princes at once, being ufaally at league citlier with 'Poland arid 
M.ijco-vy, when tliey war upon Han^ury^ and fo on theu)iitra- 
rys dreading nothing more then an Union of the C/vr/y'/v/;^ 

Princes, 



Princes, bordering upon them, which would prove fo fatal to 
their Empire^and quickly put a Period to their greatnefs. For 
hereby tliey would be put upon a neceffity of making a de- 
fenfive War to their great lofsand difadvantage, and at laft 
either be forced to beg a Peace of the Chnfimns^ or run the 
hazard of loofing ail by a further profecution of War. 

This they are very fenfible of, and therefore as they take 
all occahon to promote Qiiarrels and Dillentions in Hungary 
and Tranjyhama^ fo they greatly rejoyce, when the Princes 
oi Chnjhndome are at War one with another. This is their 
great tin:ie of advantage, and they know, that it is their true 
nitereil to purfue rc,tho tliey do not always, by realbn of tl ic 
ill condition of theirown Mairs make uie of it. During the 
Civil Wars of Gtrrmny, tiic BaiTas and other Commanders 
of the Army were very importunate with the grand Signor, 
to make a V/ar on tliat fide, and to enlarge his Conquefts as 
far as l^imna^ no conjundture having been ever fo favourable 
to confuramate fuch a defign, in which S(dfman fb unliappiiv 
mifcarned. They promifed him an eafie Vidory, afmring 
him, that the Aniraoiities of the Princes of the Empire were 
fo iKMghtned, that there v/as no room left for a Reconcilia- 
tion, that he was but to go in the head of an Army to take 
poffi^iiion, and that Austria would furrender at the firft nev/s 
of his march towards it. The Emperor was not to be moveci 
at that time by thefe inlinuations and plaufible difcouricss 
being continually urged, he as often denyed. One day when 
tliey came to renew their advice about the German War, he 
having given order before, that feveral dogs Ihould be kept 
for fome days v/ithout meat, commanded that they ihould 
be brought out, being almott: itarved, and meat thrcjwn a- 
mongthem ; v/hereupoa they fnarled and bit one another : 
m themidltof their uoife and fighting, he cauied a Bear to 
be ](it loofc in the fame Area , the Dogs forgetting their meat, 
and leaving otf their fighting,ran ail upon the Bear, ready to 
prey upon them fingly and at laft killed him. This Diver- 
lion the juuperor gave his Baila s, and left them to make the 
application. 

A certain i^rophecy of no fmall Authority runs in the minds 
fa 1 the People,and has gain'd great credit and behef among 
liciib that their Empire ihali be ruined by a Northern Na- 
tion, v/hich has white and yeilov/iih flair'. The interpreta-. 
tion ii^as various as their Eaniy, Some fix tkis Character on 
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the Mufco%fttes: and the poor Greeks flatter themfelves with 
foohfh hopes, that they are to be their Dehverers, and to 
refcue them from their flavery, chictly becaufe they are of 
their Communion, and owe their Converfion to the ChnJHan 
Faith to the Piety and Zeal of the Grecian Bifhops formerly. 
Others look upon the Sweeds^ as the pcrfons defcrib'd in the 
Prophecy, wliom they are moft to fear. Tiie Ground and 
Original of this fancy I fuppofc is owing to the great Opini- 
on, which they have of the Valour and Courage of that 
warlike Nation. The great Vidtories of the Sweeds in Ger- 
7nany under GHfiavm Adolfhm were loudly proclaimed at CV^- 
Jtantinopk^ as if there were no withltanding the fhock and fu- 
ry of their Arms : and their continued fucceffes confirmed 
the 7i^rkj in their firlt belief, and their fears and their jealou- 
lies were augmented afterwards, when Charles Gufiaue^ a Prince 
of as heroick a Courage, and as great Abilities in the Art 
and Management of War as the juftly admired GuHaum^ 
entred Poland with his Army , and carried all before liim, 
feized upon Warla-w and drove Cafimtre out of his Kingdoni, 
andhadalmoit made an entire and abfolute Conqucit, only 
a few places holding out This alarmed the Grand Signor 
and the Bafla's ot the i^ort^ as if the Prophecy were then a- 
bout to be fulfilled, who did not Care for the company of 
fuch troublefome Neighbours, who might pufh on their Vi- 
ctories, and joyning with the CoJJdcks^ advance their Arms 
further, and make their Country the feat of a War, which 
might draw after it fatal confequences- To prevent which. 
Couriers are difpatclf d from Conslaramopk to Ragotski^ Prince 
of Jranjyhama^ then in concert with the S'^i^cjd.^^ to command 
liim to retire with his Army out of Poland^ as he valued the 
peace and iafety of his ovv^n Country, and the friendlhipof 
the Grand Signor, whofe Tributary he was, and by wiiofe 
favour he had gain'd that Principah'ty : And the Cnm-lanars^ 
the Iworn Enemies of the Poles, who at thattim^ lay hea- 
vy upon them, were wrought upon by thefam.e Motives and 
Reafbns of State, to clap up a peace with them, that being 
freed from thefe dillradrions, tiiey might unite their Forces 
the better together, and make head againlt the Sweeds, 

The Ambaffadors of ChrtsHan Princes, when tliey are ad- 
mitted by the Grand Signor to an Audience, ( their prelents 
being then of courfe made, which are looked upon as due, 
not to fay, as an homage ) aVe difmift in few words, and re- 
ferred 
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ferred by him to his PFakjl or Deputy, as He vfually ftiles the 
chief Viz.ir : and a fmall number of their Retinue only per- 
mitted the honour of kiiling his Veft, and then rudely e- 
nough fent away. 

The Grand Signors keep up the ftate of the old Jfiatick 
Princes : they do not expofe themfelves often to the view 
of the people > unleis when they ride in Triumph, or up- 
on fome liich folemn Occafion ; when thev go to the 
Molchs, or divert themfelves in the Fiekls, either in Riding 
or Hunting, they do not love to be ftared upon, or approch- 
ed. It is niglily criminal to pry into their Sports, fuch an 
infolent curiofity being often punifhed with death. The 
Story is famous of Morad the Third, who baiting a Bear 
in the old Palace with a Maltiff, and efpying three fellows 
upon the Tower of Baja^Ms Mofch, wiio had planted them- 
felves to fee the Sport, commanded their Heads to be itruck 
off immediate ly^aud be brought before him, which was done 
accordingly. Inftances of fuch Capricio's are frequent in the 
7hk:jh Hiftory s this following hapned during my Hay at 

ConHantmopli\ 

Upon the return of Vizir Jchmet from Camlta ^ after 
the Surrendry of that City , and a happy end put by 
him to that tedious and bloody War, he acquainting the 
prcfent Emperor, then at Adnamfk^ with tlie Hiftory of that 
famous Siege at large, made fuch terrible Reprefentations 
of their and the Venetians mining and countermining one a- 
nother, that the Emperor was refolved out of curiohty to 
fee tlie Experiment made of a thing, that feemed to him 
almoft incredible. A Work was foon railed and undermined, 
and above thirty Murderers and Robbers upon the high-way 
and fuch like Villains were put into it, as it were to defend 
it. The Grand Signor ftood upon an Eminence at fome 
confiderable diftance, expe(5ting the ifl'ue of it 3 upon a fig- 
nal given, the Mine was fprung, and the Fort Demolifhed, 
and the poor wretches torn piece-meal to His great fatisfad;i- 
on and amazement. 

The Moon is the aufpicious Planet of the Turks : accord- 
ing to the courfe of which they celebrate their Feltivals* 
They begin their Months from the firlt appearance of it, 
at which time they choole, except a delay brings a great 
prejudice and inconvenience with it , to begin their 
great Adions. The Crefcent is the Enlign of the Em- 
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pirC;, which they paint in their Banners , and place upon 
tlie Spires of their Mofchs. Next to the day of the 
appearing Moon, they pitch upon Friday, to fight upon, 
to begin a Journey , and efpecially their Pilgrimage to- 
ward Mecca , or do any thing of great Confcqucnce , as 
very lucky and fortunate. 
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